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	Explanation
	Paddy
	Jute
	Answer: c) Paddy and Jute





	6. Peninsular Plateau 
	Divisions of the Peninsular Plateau
	Marwar Plateau or Mewar Plateau 
	Central Highlands
	Bundelkhand Upland
	Malwa Plateau
	Baghelkhand
	Chotanagpur Plateau
	Hazaribagh Plateau
	Ranchi Plateau
	Rajmahal Hills

	Deccan Plateau
	Maharashtra Plateau 
	Karnataka Plateau or Mysore Plateau
	Telangana plateau 

	Chhattisgarh Plain
	Meghalaya Plateau or Shillong Plateau
	[UPSC 2007] Assertion and Reasoning
	Assertion (A): River Kalinadi is an east-flowing river in the southern part of India.
	Reason (R): The Deccan Plateau is higher along its western edge and gently slopes towards the Bay of Bengal in the east. 
	Explanation
	Kaalinadi
	Answer: d) A is false but R is true


	[UPSC 1997] Consider the map given below:
	The place marked A, B, C and D in the map are respectively:
	Explanation
	Answer: c) Rift valley region, Chhattisgarh plain, Chota Nagpur plateau and Rain shadow region




	Hills of the Peninsular Plateau
	Aravalli Range
	Vindhyan Range
	Satpura Range
	Western Ghats (or The Sahyadris)
	The Northern Section 
	The Middle Sahyadri 
	The Southern Section
	[UPSC 2013] There is no formation of deltas by rivers of the Western Ghats. Why?
	Steep Gradient
	Short Course
	Limited Sediment
	Strong Wave Action


	Eastern Ghats
	[UPSC 2017] From the ecological point of view, which one of the following assumes importance in being a good link between the Eastern Ghats and the Western Ghats? 
	Explanation
	Sathyamangalam Tiger Reserve
	Nallamala Forest
	Nagarhole National Park
	Seshachalam Biosphere Reserve 
	Answer: a) Sathyamangalam Tiger Reserve


	[UPSC 2023] Consider the following statements:
	How many of the statements given above are correct?
	Explanation
	Amarkantak Hills
	Biligirirangan Hills
	Seshachalam Hills
	Answer: d) None


	[UPSC 2008] Which of the following hills are found where the Eastern Ghats and the Western Ghats meet?
	Explanation
	Nilgiri Hills
	Anamalai Hills
	Cardamom Hills
	Shevroy Hills
	Answer: c) Nilgiri Hills




	The Significance of the Peninsular Plateau

	7. Coastline, Coastal Plains, and Indian Islands
	Coastline of India
	Coastlines of Emergence and Submergence
	Coastline of Emergence
	Coastline of Submergence


	Coastal Plains of India
	Western Coastal Plains of India
	Kutch and Kathiawar Region 
	Gujarat Plain 
	Konkan Plain 
	Karnataka Coastal Plain 
	Kerala (Malabar) Plain 

	Eastern Coastal Plains of India
	Utkal Plain
	Andhra Plain 
	Tamil Nadu Plain 

	The Significance of the Coastal Plains
	[UPSC 1995] Consider the map given below:
	The division along India's coastal region indicate:
	Explanation
	Answer: d) underwater relief contours




	Indian Islands
	Andaman and Nicobar Islands (A&N Islands)
	Andaman Islands 
	Nicobar Island
	[UPSC 2014] Which one of the following pairs of islands is separated from each other by the 'Ten Degree Channel'?
	Explanation
	Answer: a) Andaman and Nicobar


	[UPSC 2018] Consider the following statements: 
	Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 
	Explanation
	Answer: a) 1 only



	Lakshadweep Islands
	Important Channels

	Other Islands
	New Moore Island
	Sagar Island



	8. Indian Rivers, Water Disputes and River Interlinking
	Classification of the Indian Drainage System
	Based on Discharge of Water (Orientations to the Sea)
	Why the Bay of Bengal receives more fresh water compared to the Arabian Sea?

	Based on the Size of the Watershed
	Based on Drainage
	Based on Origin
	The Himalayan Drainage
	The Peninsular Drainage
	Exceptions
	West Flowing Peninsular Rivers Do Not Form Deltas

	Difference Between the Himalayan and Peninsular River Systems
	Difference Between East and West Flowing Rivers of Peninsular India


	Indus River System
	Indus River
	Chenab (or Chandra Bhaga)
	Jhelum
	Ravi
	Beas
	Sutlej
	Panjnad River
	[UPSC 2021] With reference to the Indus river system, of the following four rivers, three of them pout into one of them which joins the Indus direct. Among the following, which one is such river that joins the Indus direct? 
	Explanation
	Answer: d) Sutlej (According to UPSC)


	[UPSC 2009] Which one of the following rivers does not originate in India? 
	Explanation
	Answer: d) Sutlej


	[UPSC 2006] From North towards South, which one of the following is the correct sequence of the given rivers in India?
	Explanation
	Answer: b) Shyok-Zaskar-Spiti-Sutlej



	Major Hydro-electric Projects (HEP) in the Indus Basin

	Ganga River System
	Ganga River
	Panch Prayag
	Ramganga
	Mahananda

	Yamuna
	[UPSC 2010] Rivers that pass through Himachal Pradesh are: 
	Explanation
	Answer: d) Beas, Chenab, Ravi, Satlej and Yamuna


	Chambal
	Betwa
	Ken

	Gandak (Narayani)
	Burhi Gandak River
	Ghaghara
	Sharda or Saryu

	Kosi
	Son (Sone) River
	[UPSC 1998] Which one of the following east flowing rivers of India has rift valley due to down warping?
	Explanation
	Answer: a) Damodar


	[UPSC 1997] In the map shown, rivers labelled as 1, 2, 3 and 4 respectively:
	Explanation
	Answer: a) Kosi, Gomti, Ghaghara and Gandak



	Damodar
	Ganga in Bangladesh

	Important Hydro-electric Projects (HEP) in the Ganga Basin

	Brahmaputra River System
	Major Tributaries of Brahmaputra
	Subansiri
	Kameng (Jiabharali)
	Dhansiri
	Manas
	Kopili
	Teesta
	[UPSC 2017] With reference to river Teesta, consider the following statements: 
	Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 
	Explanation
	Answer: b) 2 only


	[UPSC 2016] Which of the following is/are tributary/ tributaries of Brahmaputra? 
	Select the correct answer using the code given below. 
	Explanation
	Dibang River
	Kameng River
	Lohit River
	Answer: d) 1, 2 and 3


	[UPSC 2011] The Brahmaputra, Irrawady and Mekong rivers originate in Tibet and flow through narrow and parallel mountain ranges in their upper reaches. Of these rivers, Brahmaputra makes a “U” turn in its course to flow into India. This “U” turn is due to
	Explanation
	Answer: b) Syntaxial bending of geologically young Himalayas



	Barak River System
	Important Hydro-electric Projects (HEP) on the Brahmaputra Basin

	East Flowing Peninsular Rivers
	Godavari River System
	Pranhita River
	[UPSC 2015] Consider the following rivers:
	Which of the above are tributaries of Godavari?
	Explanation
	Vamsadhara River
	Indravati River
	Pranahita River
	Pennar River
	Answer: d) 2 and 3 only


	[UPSC 1996] Consider the following rivers:
	The correct sequence of these rivers when arranged in the north-south direction is
	Explanation
	Answer: a) 1, 2, 3, 4



	Krishna River System 
	Tungbhadra River
	Important Hydro-electric Projects (HEP) in the Krishna Basin
	[UPSC 2023] Consider the following statements:
	How many of the statements given above are correct?
	Explanation
	Jhelum River and Wular Lake
	Kolleru Lake
	Kanwar Lake and Gandak River
	Answer: b) Only two


	[UPSC 1997] The Alamatti is on the river:
	Explanation
	Answer: c) Krishna



	Cauvery River System
	Important Hydro-electric Projects (HEP) in the Cauvery Basin

	Mahanadi River System
	Hasdeo River

	Subernarekha River System
	Brahmani and Baitarni River System
	[UPSC 2011] Two important rivers- one with its source in Jharkhand (and known by a different name in Odisha), and another, with its source in Odisha- merge at a place only a short distance from the coast of Bay of Bengal before flowing into the sea. This is an important site of wildlife and biodiversity and a protected area. Which one of the following could be this?
	Explanation
	Answer: a) Bhitarkanika



	Pennar (Uttara Pinakini) River System
	Other East-Flowing Peninsular Rivers
	Palar River
	Ponnaiyar River
	Vaigai River
	[UPSC 2022] Gandikota canyon of South India was created by which one of the following rivers. 
	Explanation
	Answer: c) Pennar


	[UPSC 2021] Consider the following rivers: 
	Which of the above rises from the Eastern Ghats? 
	Explanation
	Brahmani River 
	Nagavali River
	Subarnarekha River
	Vamsadhara River
	Answer: b) 2 and 4


	[UPSC 2009] Consider the following statements: 
	Which of the statements given above is/are correct?
	Explanation
	Answer: d) Neither 1 nor 2


	[UPSC 2008] Which of the following pairs are correctly matched? 
	Select the correct answer using the codes given below:
	Explanation
	The pair ‘Kapildhara Falls — Godavari’ is incorrect
	The pair ‘Jog Falls — Sharavathi’ is correct
	The pair ‘Shivasamudram Falls — Cauvery’ is correct
	Answer: b) 2 and 3 


	[UPSC 2002] The correct sequence of the eastward flowing rivers of the peninsular India from north to south is :
	Explanation
	Answer: a) Subarnarekha, Mahanadi, Godavari, Krishna, Pennar, Cauvery and Vagai


	[UPSC 2006] Which one of the following statements is not correct?
	Explanation
	Answer: c) Cauvery River rises in Andhra Pradesh (not correct)




	West Flowing Peninsular Rivers
	Narmada River System
	Important Hydro-electric Projects (HEP) in the Narmada Basin
	[UPSC 2013] The Narmada River flows to the west, while most other large peninsular rivers flow to the east. Why?
	Select the correct answer using the codes given below.
	Explanation
	Answer: a) 1 only


	[UPSC 2019] At which one of the following places do two important rivers of India originate; while one of them flows towards north and merges with another important rivers flowing towards Bay of Bengal, the other one flows towards Arabian Sea?
	Explanation
	Narmada River
	Son River
	Answer: a) Amarkantak


	[UPSC 2007] Which one of the following rivers originates in Amarkantak?
	Answer: c) Narmada

	[UPSC 2008] With which one of the following rivers is the Omkareshwar Project associated? 
	Explanation
	Answer: b) Narmada


	[UPSC 2008] Consider the following pairs: 
	Which of the pairs given above is/are correctly matched?
	Explanation
	Answer: d) 3 only



	Tapti (or Tapi) River System
	Sabarmati River System
	Mahi River System
	Periyar River System
	Bharathapuzha (Ponnani) River System
	Pamba River
	Luni River System
	[UPSC 2010] With reference to, the river Luni, which one of the following statements is correct? 
	Explanation
	Answer: d) It is lost in the marshy land of the Rann of Kutch


	[UPSC 2004] Assertion and Reasoning 
	Assertion (A): West-flowing rivers of Peninsular India have no deltas 
	Reason (R): These rivers do not carry any alluvial sediments.
	Explanation
	Answer: a) Both A and R are individually true and R is the correct explanation of A (according to UPSC). This solution is debatable as the phrase “do not carry any” is too absolute to be true.




	 Major Facts About Indian Rivers
	Top 10 Longest Rivers of India
	Rivers and Major Cities on Their Banks
	Major Dams
	Relevant PYQs
	[UPSC 2003] What is the correct sequence of the rivers Godavari, Mahanadi, Narmada and Tapi in the descending order of their lengths? 
	Explanation
	Answer: b) Godavari–Narmada–Mahanadi–Tapi


	[UPSC 2019] Consider the following pairs: 
	Which of the pairs given above are correctly matched? 
	Explanation
	The pair ‘Pandharpur — Chandrabhaga’ is correct
	The pair ‘Tiruchirappalli — Cauvery, is also correct 
	The pair ‘Hampi — Malaprabha’ is incorrect
	Answer: a) 1 and 2 only


	[UPSC 2007] Match List I with List II and select the correct answer using the code given below the lists: 
	Codes:
	Explanation
	A. Betul - Tapti (4)
	B. Jagdalpur - Indravati (1)
	C. Jabalpur - Narmada (2)
	D. Ujjain - Shipra (3)
	Answer: b) A-4; B-1; C-2; D-3


	[UPSC 2010] Which one of the following pairs is not correctly matched?
	Explanation
	The pair ‘Govind Sagar — Sutlej’ is correct
	The pair ‘Kolleru Lake — Krishna’ is incorrect
	The pair ‘Ukai Reservoir — Tapi is correct
	The pair ‘Wular Lake — Jhelum’ is correct
	Answer: b) Kolleru Lake




	 River Water Disputes
	India-Pakistan: Indus Waters Treaty
	Key Provisions of the Indus Waters Treaty (IWT)
	Water Sharing
	Annexure C and D
	Permanent Indus Commission
	Dispute Resolution Mechanism

	Issue of India’s Hydro Electricity Projects (HEP): The Core of Contention
	Other Objections Raised by Pakistan Under IWT

	India’s Stand at Present on the Dispute Redressal
	India’s Call for Modification of Indus Water Treaty (IWT)
	Reasons for IWT Modification


	Karnataka-Tamil Nadu: Cauvery Water Dispute
	History
	Cauvery Water Disputes Tribunal (CWDT)
	Supreme Court Intervention and the Final Verdict
	Cauvery Water Management Authority (CWMA)
	How is the Water Being Shared?
	Kuruvai and Samba Cultivation
	Mekedatu Reservoir Project

	Karnataka-Goa: Kalasa-Banduri Nala Project
	Mahadayi River


	Interlinking of Rivers (ILR) or Inter Basin Water Transfer (IBWT)
	Significance of Interlinking of Rivers
	Challenges with Interlinking of Rivers
	National Perspective Plan (NPP) for Water Resources Development
	National Interlinking of Rivers Authority (NIRA)
	Ken-Betwa River Interlinking Project
	Issues

	Godavari-Krishna Link Project
	[UPSC 2016] Recently, linking of which of the following rivers was undertaken? 
	Explanation
	Answer: b) Godavari and Krishna



	Ganga-Amravati Interlinking Project
	[UPSC 2020] The interlinking of rivers can provide viable solutions to the multi-dimensional inter-related problems of droughts, floods, and interrupted navigation. Critically examine.
	Drought Mitigation
	Flood Management
	Navigation
	Hydropower generation
	Salinity control




	9. Indian Monsoons 
	[UPSC 2014] The seasonal reversal of winds is the typical characteristic of
	Explanation
	Answer: c) Monsoon climate


	Influencing Factors
	Factors responsible for south-west monsoon formation
	Factors that influence the onset of south-west monsoons
	Factors that influence the intensity of south-west monsoons
	Factors responsible for north-east monsoon formation
	[UPSC 1996] High temperature and low pressure over the Indian subcontinent during the summer season draws air from the Indian Ocean leading to the in-blowing of the:
	Explanation
	Answer: b) South-west monsoon


	[UPSC 2023] Why is the South-West Monsoon called ‘Purvaiya’ (easterly) in Bhojpur Region? How has this directional seasonal wind system influenced the cultured ethos of the region?
	Why Purvaiya?
	Geographical factor
	Linguistic factor

	Influence of "Purvaiya" on the Cultural Ethos of Bhojpur Region



	Mechanism of Indian Monsoons – Classical Theory
	Indian Monsoons – Classical Theory: Sir Edmund Halley’s Theory
	Summer Monsoon
	Winter Monsoon
	Drawbacks of Sir Edmund Halley’s Theory


	Mechanism of Indian Monsoons – Based on Modern Theories
	Indian Monsoon Mechanism – Seasonal Rhythm
	March to May
	Between Late May and Early June
	The onset of Monsoons (1st or 2nd week of June)
	Rainy season
	The end of the Monsoon season

	Indian Monsoon Mechanism – Air Mass Theory
	Role of ITCZ (Inter-Tropical Convergence Zone)

	Indian Monsoon Mechanism – Modern Theory: Jet Stream Theory
	How do Jet Streams Affect Weather?
	Jet Streaks and Cyclonic Conditions
	Jet Streaks and Anticyclonic Conditions


	Indian Monsoon Mechanism – Role of Sub-Tropical Jet Stream (STJ)
	Sub-Tropical Jet Stream (STJ)
	Seasonal Migration of Sub-Tropical Jet Stream (STJ)
	Sub-Tropical Jet Stream (STJ) in Winter
	Why there are no south-west monsoons during winter?
	Sub-Tropical Jet Stream (STJ) in Summer
	Why are there no south-west monsoons in March-May (summer)?
	STJ and Cloudbursts 
	Cloudbursts in Himalayas



	Indian Monsoons – Influencing Factors
	Indian Monsoons – Role of Tropical Easterly Jet (TEJ) (African Easterly Jet)
	Tropical Easterly Jet (TEJ)

	Indian Monsoons – Role of Tibet
	Tibetan Plateau and TEJ
	Tibetan Plateau and STJ

	Indian Monsoons – Role of Somali Jet
	Indian Monsoons – Role of Indian Ocean Dipole
	[UPSC 2017] With reference to ‘Indian Ocean Dipole (IOD)’ sometimes mentioned in the news while forecasting Indian monsoon, which of the following statements is/are correct? 
	Select the correct answer using the code given below: 
	Explanation
	Answer: b) 2 only




	Characteristics of the Indian Monsoon
	Seasonal Reversal
	Variability
	Long Period Average

	Spatial Distribution
	Monsoon Break
	Factors that Can Cause Monsoon Break

	Hard to Predict
	Atlantic Zonal Mode or Atlantic Nino
	Poor Monsson Prediction Models
	Statistical models of monsoon prediction
	Digital System since 2015
	Drawbacks

	High-resolution computer models


	Impact on Agriculture
	[UPSC 2012] Consider the following statements:
	Which of the statements given above is/are correct?
	Explanation
	Duration of the monsoon season
	Rainfall in the northern plains decreases from east to west
	Answer: c) Both 1 and 2


	[UPSC 2002] For short-term climatic predictions, which one of the following events, detected in the last decade, is associated with occasional weak monsoon rains in the Indian subcontinent?
	Explanation
	Impact of El Niño on Indian Monsoon
	Answer: c) El Nino and Southern Oscillations


	[UPSC 2015] How far do you agree that the behaviour of the Indian monsoon has been changing due to humanizing landscapes? Discuss.
	Land-Use Changes
	Deforestation
	Urbanisation
	Agricultural Practices

	Aerosols and Pollution
	Black carbon and other aerosols

	Climate Change
	Global Warming


	[UPSC 2017] What characteristics can be assigned to monsoon climate that succeeds in feeding more than 50 percent of the world population residing in Monsoon Asia?
	Seasonal Reversal
	Heavy Rainfall
	Predictability (to some extent) 
	High Agricultural Productivity
	Biodiversity




	10. Indian Climate 
	Features of Indian Climate
	Rainfall
	Temperature
	[UPSC 2002] The average annual temperature of a meteorological station is 26°C, its average annual rainfall is 63 cm and the annual range temperature is 9°C. The station in question is 
	Explanation
	Answer: b) Chennai


	[UPSC 2001] Identify
	In the shaded area of the above map, the mean temperature for the month of July varies between:
	Explanation
	Answer: c) 27.5°C–30.0°C




	Factors Influencing Indian Climate
	Latitudinal location
	Distance from the Sea
	[UPSC 2005] Which one of the following is the correct sequence of Indian cities in the decreasing order, of their normal annual rainfall?
	Explanation
	Kochi
	Kolkata
	Patna
	Delhi
	Answer: b) Kolkata–Kochi–Patna–Delhi



	Himalayas
	Why does rainfall decrease from east to west in the plains region (Indus-Ganga Plains)?
	Then how come Haryana and Punjab are not deserts like Rajasthan?


	Physiography
	Why are some parts of peninsular India semi-arid?
	Why is there no significant rainfall in Gujarat and Rajasthan? (Explain the formation of the Thar Desert.)
	No convection cell or vertical wind movements
	Sub-tropical high-pressure belt

	How come Cherrapunji and Mawsynram receive abnormally high rainfall? 

	Monsoon Winds
	Upper-Air Circulation
	Westerly Jet Stream
	Easterly Jet Stream

	Western Disturbances 
	Weather Associated with Western Disturbances
	Importance of Western Disturbances

	Tropical Cyclones
	El-Nino, La Nina and ENSO
	El Nino
	La Nina
	El Nino Southern Oscillation (ENSO)
	[UPSC 1997] Match List-I with List-II and select the correct answer:
	Codes:
	Explanation
	A. Chennai is warmer than Kolkata — Latitude
	B. Snowfall in the Himalayas — Altitude
	C. Rainfall decreases from West Bengal to Punjab — Distance from sea
	D. Sutlej-Ganga Plain gets some rains in winter — Western depressions
	Answer: c) A – 5; B – 2; C – 4; D – 3




	Indian Climate – Seasons
	Winter Season: November to March
	The Temperature in the Winter Season
	The Pressure in the Winter Season 
	Western Disturbances in Winter Season 
	Tropical Cyclones in the Winter Season 
	Precipitation in Winter Season
	[UPSC 2001] Assertion and Reasoning
	Assertion (A): Anticyclonic conditions are formed in winter season when atmospheric pressure is high and air temperatures are low.
	Reason (R): Winter rainfall in northern India causes development of anticyclonic conditions with low temperatures.
	Explanation
	Answer: c) A is true but R is false



	Summer Season in India (March to June)
	The temperature in Summer Season
	The pressure in Summer Season
	Winds in Summer Season
	Loo
	Andhis 

	Frontal Thunderstorms in the Summer Season
	Norwesters and Thunderstorms in Summer Season
	Convectional Thunderstorms in the Summer Season
	Western Disturbances in Summer Season
	Tropical Cyclones in Summer Season
	Precipitation in Summer Season

	Rainy Season – South-West Monsoon Season 
	The Temperature During South-West Monsoon Season
	Pressure and Winds during South-West Monsoon Season
	Rainfall during South-West Monsoon Season
	Break in the South-West Monsoons
	Depressions in South-West Monsoon Season
	Chief Characteristics of South-West Monsoon Rainfall
	Advance and Withdrawal of South-West Monsoons

	South-West Monsoon – Arabian Sea branch and Bay of Bengal branch
	Arabian Sea Branch
	Stream 1
	Stream 2
	Stream 3

	Bay of Bengal Branch
	Stream 1
	Stream 2

	Why is Tamil Nadu Dry During the SW Monsoon?

	North-East Monsoon Season – Retreating Monsoon Season
	The temperature during Retreating Monsoon Season
	Pressure and Winds during Retreating Monsoon Season
	Cyclones during Retreating Monsoon Season
	Precipitation during Retreating Monsoon Season

	Annual Rainfall (South-West Monsoons + Retreating Monsoons)
	Areas of very high rainfall (200 cm and above)
	Areas of high rainfall (100-200 cm)
	Areas of low rainfall (50-100 cm)
	Areas of very low rainfall (less than 50 cm)
	[UPSC 2004] Assertion and Reasoning
	Assertion (A): Bangalore receives much higher average annual rainfall than that of Mangalore.
	Reason (R): Bangalore has the benefit of receiving rainfall both from south-west and north-east monsoons. 
	Explanation
	Answer: d) A is false but R is true




	Climatic Regions of India 
	Stamp's Classification of Climatic Regions of India
	Temperate or Continental India 
	Tropical India 

	Koppen’s Classification of Climatic Regions of India


	11. Natural Vegetation of India 
	Classification of Natural Vegetation of India 
	A. Moist Tropical Forests
	B. Dry Tropical Forest
	C. Montane Sub-Tropical Forests
	D. Montane Temperate Forests
	E. Alpine Forests
	Moist Tropical Forests
	Tropical Wet Evergreen Forests or Rain Forests 
	Climatic Conditions 
	Characteristics
	Distribution
	Timber

	[UPSC 2021] “Leaf litter decomposes faster than in any other biome and as a result the soil surface is often almost bare. Apart from trees, the vegetation is largely composed of plant forms that reach up into the canopy vicariously, by climbing the trees or growing as epiphytes, rooted on the upper branches of trees.” This is the most likely description of 
	Explanation
	Vegetation and Canopy Structure
	Climbers and Epiphytes
	Answer: d) tropical rain forest


	[UPSC 2015] Consider the following States:
	In which of the above States do 'Tropical Wet Evergreen Forests' occur?
	Explanation
	Answer: c) 1 and 3 only


	Tropical Semi-Evergreen Forests
	Climatic Conditions
	Distribution
	Characteristics
	Timber

	Tropical Moist Deciduous Forests
	Climatic Conditions
	Characteristics
	Distribution
	Timber

	[UPSC 2015] In India, in which one of the following types of forests is teak a dominant tree species?
	Explanation
	Answer: a) Tropical moist deciduous forest


	Littoral and Swamp Forests
	Timber

	[UPSC 2015] In a particular region in India, the local people train the roots of living trees into robust bridges across the streams. As the time passes, these bridges become stronger. These unique 'living root bridges' are found in
	Explanation
	Answer: a) Meghalaya


	[UPSC 1997] Which one of the following pairs is correctly matched?
	Explanation
	Answer: d) Sundari : West Bengal



	B. Dry Tropical Forests
	Tropical Dry Evergreen Forests
	Distribution
	Climatic Conditions
	Characteristics 
	Casuarina plantation 
	Distribution
	Benefits 


	Tropical Dry Deciduous Forests
	Climatic Conditions
	Characteristics
	Distribution

	[UPSC 2023] Consider the following trees:
	How many of the above are deciduous trees?
	Explanation
	Answer: b) Only two


	Tropical Thorn Forests
	Climatic Conditions
	Characteristics 
	Distribution

	[UPSC 2021] Consider the following statements: 
	Which of the statements given above are correct? 
	Explanation
	Answer: b) 3, 4 and 5


	[UPSC 2002] Open stunted forests with bushes and small trees having long roots and sharp thorns or sharp thorns or spines are commonly found in:
	Explanation
	Answer: d) Western Andhra Pradesh



	C. Montane Sub-Tropical Forests
	Sub-tropical Broad-leaved Hill Forests
	Climatic conditions
	Distribution
	Characteristics

	Sub-tropical Moist Pine Forests
	Distribution
	Timber

	Sub-tropical Dry Evergreen Forests
	Distribution
	Climatic Conditions
	Characteristics


	D. Montane Temperate Forests
	Montane Wet Temperate Forests
	Climatic Conditions
	Distribution
	Characteristics

	Himalayan Moist Temperate Forests
	Climatic Conditions
	Distribution
	Characteristics
	Timber

	[UPSC 2014] If you travel through the Himalayas, you are likely to see which of the following plants naturally growing there?
	Select the correct answer using the code given below.
	Explanation
	Answer: a) 1 and 2 only


	Himalayan Dry Temperate Forests
	Climatic Conditions
	Characteristics
	Distribution

	[UPSC 2008] Which one of the following is not essentially a species of the Himalayan vegetation? 
	Explanation
	Answer: b) Mahogany



	E. Alpine Forests
	The alpine vegetation in the Western Himalayas is found only up to a height of 3000 metres while in the Eastern Himalayas it is found up to a height of 4000 metres. The reason for this variation in the same mountain range is that:
	Explanation
	Answer: c) Eastern Himalayas get more monsoon rainfall than the Western Himalayas



	Bamboo
	Distribution
	Importance of Bamboo
	Forest Fringe Villages
	Initiatives to Promote Bamboo in India
	National Bamboo Mission (NBM)
	Project Bold

	[UPSC 2016] Recently, our scientists have discovered a new and distinct species of banana plant which attains a height of about 11 metres and has orange-coloured fruit pulp. In which part of India has it been discovered? 
	Explanation
	Answer: a) Andaman Islands


	[UPSC 1998] Forest areas have been labelled as 1, 2, 3 and 4 in the map:
	Among these, those which were threatened in 1997 by a serious epidemic include:
	Explanation
	Answer: c) sal forests of 3


	[UPSC 2023] Identify and discuss the factors responsible for diversity of natural vegetation in India. Assess the significance of wildlife sanctuaries in rain forest regions of India.
	Significance of Wildlife Sanctuaries in Rainforest Regions of India
	Habitat Protection
	Biodiversity Conservation
	Ecological Balance
	Research and Education
	Sustainable Tourism





	12. India State of Forest Report (ISFR)
	Forest Survey of India (FSI)
	Objectives of FSI
	The Major Activities of FSI
	Sustainable Development Goals and Forests


	Major Terms/Definitions in ISFR
	Recorded Forest Area (RFA)
	Deemed Forests

	Forest Cover (FC)
	Tree Cover
	Tress Outside Forests (TOF)
	Comparison
	A Change in FC Does Not Mean a Change in RFA


	Status of India’s Forest Resources in 2021 (ISFR 2021)
	Forest and Tree Cover of India 
	Global Forest Resources Assessment (GFRA)
	GFRA and India


	Forest Cover
	Forest Cover as a Percentage of Geographic Area
	[UPSC 2019] Consider the following states: 
	With reference to the States mentioned above, in terms of percentage of forest cover to the total area of State, which one of the following is the correct ascending order?
	Explanation
	 Chhattisgarh (41%) > Odisha (34%) > Madhya Pradesh (25%) > Maharashtra (17%)
	Answer: c) 3-2-4-1


	[UPSC 2012] A particular State in India has the following characteristics:
	Which one among the following States has all the above characteristics?
	Explanation
	Answer: a) Arunachal Pradesh


	[UPSC 2010] In India, which type of forest among the following occupies the largest area? 
	Explanation
	Answer: c) Tropical Moist Deciduous Forest


	[UPSC 2005] Consider the following statements: 
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